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Ways, and the Scams Dressed Up as
Them
Freelancing, tutoring, selling, content creation, online tasks and investing: what each
really involves, the scam that copies it, and seven questions to ask before you start
anything.
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The one test that catches most job scams

A real job pays you. It never asks you to pay first.

The Ministry of Home Affairs puts it directly in its job-fraud advice on cybercrime.gov.in: no
organisation or company ever asks for money to work for them. A "registration fee", a
"security deposit", a "training kit", or a deposit to "unlock" your earnings are all the same
thing: the scam.

Keep that test in mind as you read. This guide covers the genuine ways people in India earn
money online, what each one really involves, and the scam that copies each of them.

Warning: Nobody can promise you a fixed, high income for easy work from home. The
more certain and effortless the money sounds, the more likely it is a trap.
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Genuine ways people earn online, and their scam twins

None of these is quick or guaranteed. Most take weeks or months before they pay reliably,
and income depends on your skills, time and effort.

1. Freelancing: selling a skill you have

What it is. Writing, translation, graphic design, video editing, coding, bookkeeping, social
media management, and similar work, done for clients. People find clients through well-
known freelance marketplaces, professional networks, or people they already know.

What it really takes. A skill someone will pay for, a few samples of your work, and patience:
the first clients are the hardest to win. Established marketplaces take a fee from what you
earn; they don't ask for large payments to "activate" your account.

The scam twin. A stranger on WhatsApp or Telegram offers you a "project" and asks for a fee
to send the brief, buy "software", or "verify" you. Real clients pay you.

2. Online tutoring and teaching

What it is. Teaching a school subject, a language, music or a skill over video calls, either
directly to students and families or through tutoring platforms.

What it really takes. Knowledge of your subject, a stable internet connection, and reliable
timekeeping. Word of mouth matters a lot.

The scam twin. A "tutoring agency" that charges you to list your profile or promises a
guaranteed number of students for an upfront fee.

3. Selling things you make or source

What it is. Handmade products, home food items, art, clothing or resold goods sold through
established online marketplaces, social media, or your own small website.

What it really takes. A product people want, good photos, careful packing, and handling
returns and customer questions. Check which registrations or licences apply to what you sell,
for example food safety registration for food items.

The scam twins.
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•  "Packing jobs" and "work-from-home kits": you pay for a kit and are promised
payment for assembling or packing it. The buyer never pays.

•  Fake buyers who "overpay" or send you a QR code to receive money. Our guide to UPI
and payment scams shows how those work.

4. Creating content: videos, blogs, podcasts

What it is. Building an audience on a video platform, a blog or social media, and earning
through the platform's own programmes, sponsorships, or selling your own products.

What it really takes. A lot of time. Most creators earn nothing for months, and platforms set
their own eligibility rules for paying creators. Treat it as a long-term project, not an income
plan.

The scam twin. "Task" jobs that pay you to like videos, follow accounts, rate hotels or
write reviews. They send small, real payouts at first (₹50, ₹150) to win your trust. Then come
"prepaid tasks" or a "merchant task" that needs your own money, and a demand for a bigger
deposit to withdraw what you "earned". That money is gone.

5. Small online tasks and data work

What it is. Short tasks such as labelling images, checking search results, transcribing audio,
or testing websites, offered through established work platforms.

What it really takes. Care and accuracy. The pay per task is usually small, and work isn't
always available.

The scam twins.

•  "Typing" or "data entry" jobs that make you sign a "contract", then claim you made
errors and demand a penalty or "legal fee".

•  Any task job where you have to deposit money to continue.

6. Investing and trading

This isn't a job, but "earn daily from the stock market" is one of the most common ways
people lose large sums.

http://127.0.0.1:61908/guides/upi-payment-scams
http://127.0.0.1:61908/guides/upi-payment-scams


Page 4 of 7Shravya Digital · shravyadigital.com · Free to share

The genuine version. Investing through brokers, mutual funds and advisers registered with
SEBI, with the understanding that markets can go down as well as up.

The scam twin. A WhatsApp or Telegram "investment club" where a "professor" or "mentor"
shares tips, other "members" post screenshots of big profits, and you're asked to install a
trading app or pay into an account. The app shows your money growing, but you can't
withdraw it without paying more "taxes" or "fees".

The check.

•  Since 1 October 2025, SEBI-registered brokers, advisers and mutual funds collecting
money from investors by UPI can use UPI IDs ending in @valid followed by the bank's
name (for example, a broker's ID looks like name.brk@validbankname ). When you pay
one through UPI, your app shows a thumbs-up inside a green triangle.

•  Use SEBI Check (on SEBI's website or its Saarthi app) to confirm that a bank account or
UPI ID belongs to a SEBI-registered intermediary before you pay, whatever payment
method you use.

•  No genuine adviser guarantees returns.

7. Referral and "network" schemes

The genuine version. A direct selling company earns from selling real products to real
customers.

The scam twin. A scheme where you earn mainly by recruiting people who pay to join, and
they earn by recruiting more. The Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021 prohibit
direct selling businesses and sellers from promoting or taking part in pyramid schemes and
money circulation schemes.

The check. Ask: if nobody new joined, would anyone still buy the product? If the answer is no,
walk away.

8. Government jobs

The genuine version. Government organisations publish vacancies on their own websites,
which end in gov.in or nic.in, and advertise in leading newspapers and Employment News.

The scam twin. A website, message or "agent" offering a government job for a fee, or
guaranteed selection. Check the vacancy on the department's own website yourself.
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"Just use your bank account" offers

Some offers aren't really jobs at all: you are paid to receive money into your bank account
and forward it on, or to "rent out" your account, UPI ID or SIM card. This is how stolen money
from other people's frauds is moved. Accounts used this way are blocked, and the account
holder can end up part of a police investigation. Never let anyone else use your bank
account, UPI ID or SIM card.
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Seven questions before you start any opportunity

1. Do I have to pay anything to start or to get paid? If yes, stop.

2. Did they find me first, through an unexpected message, call or ad? Be extra careful.

3. Can I find the company's own website, and does it list this role in its careers section?

4. Is the email address right? Look for small spelling changes, like company.net  instead of

company.com .

5. Is the pay far too high for the work, or guaranteed?

6. Am I being rushed, or told to keep it secret?

7. Would they need my bank details, UPI PIN, OTP or SIM for anything other than paying
me? A PIN and an OTP are never needed to pay you.

The rule: If you have to pay to earn, it isn't a job.
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If you have already lost money

1. Call 1930, the national cybercrime helpline, straight away, or report at cybercrime.gov.in.

2. Tell your bank the same day, using the number on your card, passbook or bank app.

3. Keep the evidence: chats, the group or channel name, phone numbers, UPI IDs, account
numbers, transaction IDs and screenshots of the app or website.

4. Report unregulated deposit or investment schemes on RBI's Sachet portal
(sachet.rbi.org.in).

Warning: Stop paying. Whatever the scammers say, one more "fee" or "tax" will not
release your money. Anyone who offers to recover it for a fee is running a second scam.

Sources
Checked against these primary sources on 16 September 2026. Rules change: if something here looks out of date,
trust the source.

•  Ministry of Home Affairs / I4C, "Is your job offer fake or real?" brochure (https://cybercrime.gov.in/pdf/Job%2
0Fraud%20Brochure%20Final.pdf)

•  SEBI press release 64/2025 (1 Oct 2025): Validated UPI Handles and SEBI Check are live (https://www.sebi.gov.i
n/media-and-notifications/press-releases/oct-2025/sebi-rolls-out-validated-upi-handles-and-sebi-check-for-s
ecure-investor-payments_97020.html)

•  Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021 (PIB, 28 Dec 2021) (https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=1785873)

•  RBI Sachet portal: report unregulated financial schemes (https://sachet.rbi.org.in/)

•  National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal and helpline 1930 (https://cybercrime.gov.in/)

https://cybercrime.gov.in/pdf/Job%20Fraud%20Brochure%20Final.pdf
https://cybercrime.gov.in/pdf/Job%20Fraud%20Brochure%20Final.pdf
https://cybercrime.gov.in/pdf/Job%20Fraud%20Brochure%20Final.pdf
https://www.sebi.gov.in/media-and-notifications/press-releases/oct-2025/sebi-rolls-out-validated-upi-handles-and-sebi-check-for-secure-investor-payments_97020.html
https://www.sebi.gov.in/media-and-notifications/press-releases/oct-2025/sebi-rolls-out-validated-upi-handles-and-sebi-check-for-secure-investor-payments_97020.html
https://www.sebi.gov.in/media-and-notifications/press-releases/oct-2025/sebi-rolls-out-validated-upi-handles-and-sebi-check-for-secure-investor-payments_97020.html
https://www.sebi.gov.in/media-and-notifications/press-releases/oct-2025/sebi-rolls-out-validated-upi-handles-and-sebi-check-for-secure-investor-payments_97020.html
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1785873
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1785873
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1785873
https://sachet.rbi.org.in/
https://sachet.rbi.org.in/
https://cybercrime.gov.in/
https://cybercrime.gov.in/

